
                    The exhibition by  

        Julien Bismuth
Sibyl Sybil is open from 

               24 June to 20 August 2017.

                 And you’re invited to the 
special press tour on Thursday 22 
      June at 2 pm.

PRESS PACK

La Criée centre for contemporary art, place Honoré Commeurec, 
35000 Rennes, Brittany, France, +332 23 62 25 10
If you are coming by subway or bus, get off at République, we are just
around the corner in the covered market hall.
—
Marion Sarrazin is in charge of communication at La Criée. 
Her email address is m.sarrazin@ville-rennes.fr and you can phone her on 
+332 23 62 25 14.
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Press release

—
The exhibition by Julien Bismuth, Sibyl Sybil
will be open from 24 June to 20 August 2017.

The press preview is Thursday 22 June at 2 pm.

The opening will be Friday 23 June at 6:30 pm.
—

You can listen to this press release on the 
La Criée Sound Cloud.

— 
The curator is Sophie Kaplan.

Works have been produced by La Criée centre for 
contemporary art.

— 
During the opening, at 6:30 pm, Julien Bismuth 
will write the first of his Letters to the exhibition: a 
performance of thirty minutes.

On Saturday 24 June at 3 pm, he will be present to 
discuss the exhibition.

On Wednesday 28 June at 1 pm and Thursday 29 
June at 6 pm, he will write two more Letters to the 
exhibition.

On Saturday 1st July at 3 pm, the linguist 
Griselda Drouet will lead a visit of the exhibition.

On Tuesday 11 July at 6 pm, we welcome the 
launch of the fanzine Apocryphe, a project written 
by Pierre Galopin and Johanna Rocard and carried 
by La Collective.

— 
Marion Sarrazin is in charge of communication at 
La Criée. Her email address is 
m.sarrazin@ville-rennes.fr and she can be contacted 
by phone on +332 23 62 25 14

— 
The exhibition is open from Tuesday to Friday, 
12 noon – 7:00 . On Saturdays, Sundays and public 
holidays it opens later, at 2:00 , and closes at 7:00 . 
Admission is free. If you come by metro or bus, get 
off at République. The art centre is right next door in 
the Halles Centrales market building.

—
Dear Marion,

I keep erasing what I’ve recorded and star-
ting over, not even listening to it, just erasing 
it and starting over.

I can’t find a way to describe the show or the 
works. Something sticks when I try to bring 
them into language in that way, from that 
direction. I’d rather tell you about something 
else, the title, for example. The Sibyl is a 
figure from Greek mythology. The Sibyil is an 
oracle. Her home has “a hundred openings, 
a hundred mouths.” She writes her predic-
tions on oak tree leaves, dispersed to the 
winds. When I looked up the spelling of her 
name, I found that there were two, and that 
the other referred to a book and a film from 
the 70s that you may have seen. 

I wanted to hang the show on a name like 
you would a coat on a coathhook. I wanted 
the name to be that of a figure and the figure 
that came to mind was the Sibyl, of which 
there is not one but many.

I could describe the works. I could tell you 
that there will be a video, images, objects, 
but also marks or traces on the walls or the 
floors or the doors even. And that I’ll also 
be showing collections, collections of things 
that I come across, that I end up with, and 
that end up in my studio and come to play a 
role in my thinking.

But I’d rather talk a bit more about the Sibyl. 
I like the idea of a text that’s received. I like 
the idea of a text that’s communicated in 
dispersed fragments. There is a passivity to 
what we call the creative process. A recep-
tivity that allows one to receive or encounter 
whatever it is that an idea is. A blind thing, 
fumbling for its form.

 
Julien Bismuth, May 2017

https://soundcloud.com/user-891789800/julien-bismuth-sibyl-sybil-en
https://soundcloud.com/user-891789800/julien-bismuth-sibyl-sybil-en
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Green Flashes

— 
Echoing its exhibitions, La Criée offers throughout the year events, called 
Green Flashes, that explore the points of contact between contemporary 
art and other creative fields and knowledge, through concerts, shows, 
performances, readings, etc..

—
Julien Bismuth 
Lettres à l’exposition

performance

Friday 23 June at 6:30 pm (opening)
Wednesday 28 June at 13 pm
Thursday 29 June at 6 pm

30 min

—
Starting in 2015, Julien Bismuth has done 
a series of performances in which he 
addresses an audience in writing. While the 
format and setup varied, all of the texts were 
improvised, and the performances ended 
once the surface on which he was writing 
(a piece of paper, a word document) had 
been filled. For La Criée, he will do a series 
of related works, writing a series of letters to 
the exhibition. 
 
The first three of these texts will be 
composed at La Criée on the dates listed 
above.

—
launch of the fanzine Apocryphe

Tuesday 11 July at 6 pm

The fanzine Apocryphe is a project written 
by Pierre Galopin and Johanna Rocard and 
carried by La Collective.

—
Apocryphe, it is the part of history, written, 
unrecognized and whose authenticity is 
not established. There would be several 
narratives, one, official, calibrated, and 
another, stronger or weaker, telling the 
intimacy of the artistic process.

What place does the word of the emerging 
artist take in a context where the recognition 
comes from a tier or peers?

Apocryphe is a free, collective and 
independent fanzine, a space for the 
sincere look of the artist on his own work 
through a critical text guided by a great will 
to tell. Apocryphe is produced collectively 
and distributed to the greatest number of 
people. It was initiated by Pierre Galopin and 
Johanna Rocard, and was carried by the 
Collective and with the support of La Criée 
centre for contemporary art.
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Julien Bismuth, associated artist

— 

Every year La Criée associates artists with its projects. Working together 
this way means a sharper focus on art and generates a new kind of 
long‑term partnership with the artists, a close link with the creative 
process. 
Julien Bismuth is one of the three associate artists (with Felicia Atkinson 
and Yann Sérandour) for the While I was also listening […] cycle at 
La Criée from January 2017 to February 2018.

—
Julien Bismuth was born in 1973 in Paris, he 
lives and works at New York.

Julien had three solo shows in 2016: one in 
his Paris gallery, one at Lira in Rome, and 
the third at the Guggenheim in New York. 
He also participated in group exhibitions at 
the 21er Haus in Vienna; the Villa Medicis in 
Rome; and at Le Plateau Frac Île-de-France 
in Paris.

In 2017, he shows Streams at Simone Subal 
gallery in New York.

—

www.julienbismuth.com
www.galerie-vallois.com
www.simonesubal.com
www.emanuellayr.com

http://www.julienbismuth.com/
http://www.galerie-vallois.com/artistes/julien-bismuth.html
http://www.simonesubal.com/here/artists/julien-bismuth/images/
http://www.emanuellayr.com/work/julien-bismuth/
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Biography 

—
SOLO AND DUO SHOWS

2017
Streams, Simone Subal gallery, New York, 
United States
Sybil Sibyl, La Criée centre for contemporary art, 
Rennes, France 
2016
Julien Bismuth, Guggenheim Museum, New York, 
United States 
Partitions, galerie Georges‑Philippe & Nathalie 
Vallois, Paris, France
Zitat, Lira Gallery, Rome, Italy 
2015
Steganograms, The Box, Los Angeles, 
United States 
Stenograms, Emanuel Layr gallery, Vienna, Austria 
2014
An image as the _______ of a surface, Simone 
Subal Gallery, New York, United States 
2013
Perroquet, galerie Georges‑Philippe & Nathalie 
Vallois, Paris, France
Le signe singe (with Virginie Yassef), La Ferme du 
Buisson, Noisiel, France
Devonian Press (with Jean-Pascal Flavien), 
Les Abattoirs, Toulouse, France
Smoke Screen, Emanuel Layr Gallery, Vienna, 
Austria
Mime Works from the Gensollen Private 
Collection, Collectorspace, Istanbul, Turkey
Walks and Talks (with Lucas Ajemian), Invisible 
Exports, New York, United States
2012
Devonian Press (with Jean-Pascal Flavien), Vitrine 
de l’Antenne, Frac Île-de-France, Paris, France
Catalog, galerie Parisa Kind, Frankfurt, Germany 
2011
The Ventriloquism Aftereffect, GAK-Gesellschaft 
für Aktuelle Kunst, Bremen, Germany
Notes towards a theory of distraction, Simone 
Subal Gallery, New York, United States

Dialogic (with Virginie Yassef), parcours 
Saint‑Germain, Hôtel Lutetia, Paris, France
Frustum, Emmanuel Layr Gallery, Vienna, Austria
2010
Mind the gap, Crac Alsace, Altkirch, France
The Error in the landscape, Bloomberg Space, 
London, United Kingdom
The Golden Ass, The Box, Los Angeles, 
United States
Les Tristes: Invisible-Exports (with Lucas Ajemian), 
Invisible-Exports, New York, United States
2009
Titled (Untitled), galerie Parisa Kind, Frankfurt, 
Germany
Les Continents incontinents, galerie 
Georges‑Philippe & Nathalie Vallois, Paris, France
2008
Julien Bismuth, The Box, Los Angeles, 
United States
Unbestimmte Stellen, Layr Wuestenhagen, 
Vienna, Austria
Les Lettres tristes (with Lucas Ajemian), Foxy 
Productions, New York, United States 
2007
Monologues For Minerals, 1.1 (Salt Flat/Radio 
Stück), Parisa Kind gallery, Frankfurt, Germany
2006
Les tristes: a particular sequence of varying pitch, 
tone, or stress (with Lucas Ajemian), Parisa Kind 
gallery, Frankfurt, Germany
Marchand d’oubli, galerie Georges‑Philippe & 
Nathalie Vallois, Paris, France
Devonian Press : Books and Limited Editions (with 
Jean-Pascal Flavien), A&M Bookstore, Milan, 
Italy; Barbara Wien gallery, Berlin, Germany
1999
Untitled (Props in Rotation), S.O.S. gallery, 
Los Angeles, United States
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— 
Collective SHOWS (selection)
2017
Palais Potemkine, curated by Emile Ouromov in 
partnership with the fondation Ricard, National 
Art Gallery of Sofia, Sofia, Bulgaria (forthcoming)
Dimensões Variáveis/ Variable Dimensions, 
curated by Gregory Lang and Inês Grosso, 
MAAT, Lisbon, Portugal 
Modus Operandi, curated by Gregory Lang and 
Société, Société, Brussels, Belgium
2016
Variable Dimensions, curated by Gregory 
Lang, Emily Harvey Foundation, New York, 
United States
The Language of Things – Material Hi/Stories 
from the Collection, curated by Axel Köhne and 
Luisa Ziaja, 21er Haus, Belvedere Museum, 
Vienna, Austria
Me sowiendra (ou l'Usage de la parole), curated 
by Arlène Berceliot Courtin, Index, Paris, France
L’économie de la tension, curated by Emilie 
Ouroumov and Catherine Pavlovic, parc 
Saint‑Léger Centre d'art contemporain, 
Pougues‑les‑Eaux, France
Impromptu, The Box, Los Angeles, United States 
2015
DO D!STURB, Palais de Tokyo, Paris, France
Alfred Jarry Archipelago, curated by Keren 
Detton, Julie Pellegrin and Leonardo Bigazzi, 
traveling exhibition: Le Quartier, Quimper, France; 
la Ferme du Buisson, Noisiel, France; Museo 
Marino Marini, Florence, Italy
Rideaux/Blinds, curated by Marie de Brugerolle, 
Institut d'Art Contemporain, Villeurbanne, France
McGuffin, curated by Marie de Brugerolle, école 
des beaux-arts, Geneva, Switzerland 
The artist is a mysterious entertainer, curated by 
Vanessa Desclaux, Frac Franche‑Comté, France
Théâtre des opérations – Phase 1: 
Reconnaissance, curated by Emile Ouroumov, 
Bénédicte le Pimpec and Céline Bertin, Théâtre 
de l’Usine, Geneva, Switzerland
Dimensions Variables – Artists and Architecture, 
curated by Didier Gourvennec Ogor et Gregory 
Lang, Pavillon de l'Arsenal, Paris, France

La Rhétorique des marées – Vol.1, curated by 
Ariane Michel, La Criée centre for contemporary 
art, Esquibien, France
Infiltrations, centre d'art Bastille, Grenoble, France
Very Long Fingers, Simone Subal gallery, 
New York, United States
2014
Clear, curated by Aaron Moulton, Gagosian 
gallery, Los Angeles, United States 
Manifesta 10, Section
Unlooped—Kino, Saint-Petersburg, Russia
All that falls, curated by Marie de Brugerolle and 
Gérard Wacjman, Palais de Tokyo, Paris, France 
Blinds, curated by Maire de Brugerolle, Institut 
d'Art Contemporain, Villeurbanne, France 
Langue des oiseaux et coq à l'âne, curated by 
Marion Daniel, Frac Bretagne, Rennes, France
L'art chemin raisant... le rire, un parcours jaune, 
Atelier d'Estienne, Lorient, France
Portrait de 3/4, curated by Alain Bublex, galerie 
Georges‑Philippe & Nathalie Vallois, Paris, France
Véritables préludes flasques (pour un chien) ¼ : 
Bruit Rose, curated by Marie Frampier, Maison 
populaire, Montreuil, France
Itself Not So, curated by Rachel Valinsky, 
Lisa Cooley, New York, United States 
2013
Satellite 6 : Suite pour exposition(s) et 
publication(s), curated by Mathieu Copeland, 
Jeu de Paume, Paris, France
L’image dans le tapis, curated by 
Olivier Michelon, Les ateliers des Arques, 
Les Arques, France
Secret Codes, curated by Augustín Perez Rubio, 
Galeria Luisa Strina, Saõ Paolo, Brazil 
Goodbyehello, Sammlung Lenikus, Vienna, 
Austria
LA Existancial, curated by Marie de Brugerolle, 
LACE, Los Angeles, United States 
It's When It's Gone That You Really Notice It, 
Simone Subal Gallery, New York, United States
Domino – Domino Bis, curated by Martin 
Michard, église des Cordeliers, Gourdon, France 

Biography 
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— 
Collective SHOWS (selection)
2012
The Circus as a Parallel Universe, curated by 
Verena Conrad and Gerald Matt, Kunsthalle Wien, 
Vienna, Austria
experienZ #1: Bodies that matter, 
Beursschouwburg, Brussels, Belgium
2011
The Poster Show (with Jean-Pascal Flavien), 
galerie Carlier Gebauer, Berlin, Germany 
Partenaires particuliers, curated by Sophie Kaplan 
and Virginie Yassef, Crac Alsace, Altkirch, France
Making and art, curated by Cosima Rainer, 
Stadtgalerie Schwaz, Bern, Switzerland
Mirages, Fountains & Dissociative Composition, 
curated by Catherine Sullivan, Catherine Bastide 
gallery, Brussels, Belgium
A painting show, Autocenter, curated by Aaron 
Moulton, Berlin, Germany
One is the Loneliest Number…, Institute 
of Contemporary Art (ICA), Philadelphia, 
United States
In back of the real, curated by Necmi Soenmez, 
ISCP, Brooklyn, United States
Franchement énervé / Transfer France-NRW, 
MUba Eugène Leroy, Tourcoing, France
Metamorphosen (Transfer-NRW), Kunstmuseum 
Mulheim an der Ruhr, Mulheim, Germany
Terminal Jest, Articulture Biennial Arts Festival, 
curated by Stamatina Gregory and Michael Hall, 
Delaware County College, Media, United States
I was a male Yvonne de Carlo, curated by 
Dora García and Marie de Brugerolle, MUSAC, 
Leon, Spain 
2010
Monsieur Miroir, 12e prix fondation d'entreprise 
Ricard, curated by Émilie Renard, fondation 
d'entreprise Ricard, Paris, France
Die Grammatik des Buches, Artothek, Munich, 
Germany
Laocoon, COCO (Contemporary Concerns), 
Vienna, Austria
Metamorphosen, Kunstmuseum Mülheim an der 
Ruhr, Mülheim, Germany

Une Forme pour toute action, curated by 
Éric Mangion, Le Printemps de Septembre, 
Toulouse, France
Playing the city II, curated by Matthias Ulrich, 
Schirn Kunsthalle, Frankfurt, Germay
Mike, Alec or Rufus? ("Tom, Dick or Harry"), Layr 
Wuestenhagen Contemporary, Vienna, Austria
2009
Treasures for theatre, La Ferme du Buisson, 
Noisiel, France 
2008
Plouf! (with Jean-Pascal Flavien), Tate Modern, 
London, United Kingdom
Anthology, Otero Plassart, Los Angeles, 
United States
Signals: A Video Showcase, Orange County 
Museum, Newport Beach, United States
Some Thing Else, Peter Blum gallery, New York, 
United States
Festival a/d Werf, Utrecht, Netherlands
La seconde partie est la première, Jeu de Paume, 
Paris, France
Garage Sale, galerie Parisa Kind, Frankfurt, 
Germany
Comme des bêtes. L'ours, le cochon, le chat et 
Cie., musée cantonal des beaux-arts, Lausanne, 
Switzerland
Ne pas jouer avec des choses mortes, curated 
by Éric Mangion and Marie de Brugerolle, 
Villa Arson, Nice, France
Undone, Renwick gallery, New York, 
United States 
2007
Pawnshop, galerie E-flux, New York, United States
Dangling Man, Office Baroque Gallery, Antwerp, 
Belgium
La Boum, Layr Wuestenhagen Contemporary, 
Vienna, Austria
A Point in space is a place for an argument, 
David Zwirner, New York, United States
Welcome to My World, Alexandre Pollazzon Ltd, 
London, United Kingdom 
2006
Nice Art, curated by Axel Huber, Lahr, Germany

Biography 
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— 
Collective SHOWS (selection)
2005
International Laundry, galerie Parisa Kind, 
Frankfurt, Germay
1999
Tri-Annuale : Part I, Los Angeles Contemporary 
Exhibitions, Los Angeles, United States 

— 
PERFORMANCES 
2016
Willy-nilly, Billy, for the review L'homme aux 
cents yeux, Le Plateau Frac Île-de-France, Paris, 
France
Legno, Villa Médicis, Rome, Italy
Untitled (Signed), Second Home, London, 
United Kingdom
Untitled (Track), Simone Subal gallery, New York, 
United States
Untitled (Lips or Lapse), Emily Harvey Foundation, 
New York, United States 
2015
Untitled (Lull), Prix K-Way®, Programme Perf4rm, 
Artissima, Turin, Italy
The Rhetoric of the tides – Vol. 1, curated by 
Ariane Michel, in association with La Criée centre 
for contemporary art, Esquibien, France
Dub, curated by Florence Derieux, Parcours Art 
Basel Fair, Basel, Switzerland
L comme Litote, as part of the festival 
DO D!STURB, Palais de Tokyo, Paris, France
Paterson, as part of the exhibition Théâtre des 
operations – Phase 1: Reconnaissance, curated 
by Emile Ouroumov, Bénédicte le Pimpec and 
Céline Bertin, Théâtre de l’Usine, Geneva, 
Switzerland 
2014
Rieur, as part of L'art chemin raisant... le rire, un 
parcours jaune, Atelier d'Estienne, Lorient, France
2013
Untitled (Mime) from the Gensollen Private 
Collection, Collectorspace, Istanbul, Turkey
2012
Weary Willie, Kunsthalle Wien, Vienna, Austria

Exposição (with Helmut Batista et Amilcar 
Packer), Teatro Ipanema, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
Verbo, Galerie Vermelho, São Paulo, Brazil
Bodies That Matter, Beursschouwburg, Brussels, 
Belgium 
2011
I was a male Yvonne de Carlo. Critical Art 
can be sophisticated, even entertaining (with 
Jean‑Pascal Flavien), MUSAC, Leon, Spain
In dieser Zeit, GAK, Bremen, Germany
Untitled (wait), Verse/Charms/verse performance 
series, Art Contemporary, The Box, Los Angeles, 
United States
Fuß fassen, COCO, Vienna, Austria 
2010
Le Rire Jaune, galerie Georges‑Philippe & 
Nathalie Vallois, Paris, France
The funniest sculpture in the world, fondation 
d'entreprise Ricard, Paris, France
The funniest sculpture in the world, Crac Alsace, 
Altkirch, France
Stillleben, Schirn Kunsthalle, Frankfurt, Germany
2009
Écart/Retard, Treasures for theater, La Ferme du 
buisson, Noisiel, France
Les Continents incontinents, galerie 
Georges‑Philippe & Nathalie Vallois, Paris, France
Plouf! (with Jean-Pascal Flavien), Tate Modern, 
London, United Kingdom
/, Kunsthalle Wien, Vienna, Austria 
2008
L comme litote, Institut d'art contemporain, 
Villeurbanne, France
Monologues for Minerals, festival a/d Werf (with 
Giancarlo Vulcano), Utrecht, Netherlands
Monologues for Minerals (with Giancarlo 
Vulcano), musée départemental d'art 
contemporain de Rochechouart, Rochechouart, 
France
Monologues for Minerals (with Giancarlo 
Vulcano), Bétonsalon, Paris, France; Parasol 
Unit, London, United Kingdom; Karriere bar, 
Copenhagen, Denmark
The funniest sculpture in the world, The Box, 
Los Angeles, United States

Biography 
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— 
PERFORMANCES 
2006
Palme D’Or Television (with Lucas Ajemian, Mike 
Bouchet, Sebastien Clough, Christian Jankowski 
and Seth Williamson), Frankfurt Art Fair, 
Frankfurt, Germany
2005
Announcement (with Jean-Pascal Flavien, 
Giancarlo Vulcano and The Occasion Band), 
Confucius Square, New York, United States 
2003
Space: A Lecture, Maccarone Inc., New York, 
United States 
2000
A Hidden Object (with Jean-Pascal Flavien), 
Independent Performance Space, Los Angeles, 
United States
Untitled (Whales) (with Jean-Pascal Flavien), 
Independent Performance Space, Los Angeles, 
United States 
1999
Comfort Table (with Mike Bouchet), S.O.S. 
Gallery, Los Angeles, United States

— 
PRIZES / SCHOLARSHIPS PUBLIC 
COLLECTIONS 
Jumex Collection, Mexico, Mexico
Guggenheim Museum, New York, United States 
Fond National d'Art Contemporain, Paris, France
Artothèque du Lot, Cahors, France
Belvedere Museum, Vienna, Austria
Serralvés Foundation, Porto, Portugal
Le Plateau, Frac Île-de-France, Paris, France
Les Abattoirs, Toulouse, France

Biography 
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—
Catalogues 
2014
Pages Deux, Motto distribution, Berlin 
2013
Pages, Motto distribution, Berlin
a cover to cover, Motto distribution, Berlin 
2012
I was a male Yvonne de Carlo, MUSAC
The Circus as Parallel Universe, Kunsthalle Wien, 
Vienna
XOXO, Royal College of Art, London
Fragmentation 04, Necmi Sönmez, Mine 
Haydaroğlu, Sanat Dünyamiz, Issue 131
2010
Monsieur Miroir, 12e prix fondation d'entreprise 
Ricard, fondation d'entreprise Ricard, Paris, 
pp.10-15
Une Forme pour toute action, Le Printemps de 
Septembre, Toulouse, France, pp.130-142
Ne pas jouer avec des choses mortes, les presses 
du réel, Villa Arson, Nice
Julien Bismuth, en conversation avec Sophie 
Kaplan, Journal of the exhibition Mind The Gap, 
Crac Alsace, Altkirch, pp.1-7
2008
Comme des bêtes, musée cantonal des 
beaux‑arts, Lausanne, 5 Continents Editions, 
Milan 

—
PRESS
Noam Segal, « Julien Bismuth » KeenOn 
Magazine.com, September 2016
Véronique Godé, « Au Palais de Tokyo, la 
performance à la fête », artshebdomedia.com, 
20 April 2016
n.s., « Julien Bismuth rentre au Guggenheim 
de New York », Quotidien de l’Art , n°690, 
14 October 2014, p.6
Courtney Fiske, « Julien Bismuth. Simone Subal 
Gallery », Artforum.com, January-Februry 2014 
Martha Schwendener, « Julien Bismuth: An 
image as the_______of a surface », NYtimes.com, 
16 January 2014

Marie Canet, Marie de Brugerolle and 
Catherine Wood, « From Performance to 
Post‑performance », Mousse Magazine, n°44, 
2014, pp.162-174 
Julie Portier, « RER – Art – RER – Art », 
Le Quotidien de l’art, n°399, 14 June 2013, p.14
n.s., « Le Signe singe », Les inrockuptibles, n°907, 
17 - 24 April 2013, p.102
Roxana Azimi, « La performance, une nouvelle 
Experienz », Le Quotidien de l’Art, n°361, 17 April 
2013, pp.8-9 
Judith Souriau, « Julien Bismuth », 
Residencyunlimited.org, April 2011
n.s., « Julien Bismuth – The Ventriloquism 
aftereffect », Institutfrancais.de, February 2011
Julie Pellegrin, « La performance comme espace 
d’énonciation », Art press 2, trimestriel n°18, 
Agust-September-October 2010, pp.92-102  
Nicolas Fourgeaud, « Treasures for theatre », 
Art 21, n°26, spring 2010, pp.61-66  
Pascaline Vallée, « L’exposition exposée », 
Mouvement, January-March 2010, p.161
Joana Fiduccia, « Solace », Artforum.com, 
February 2010
Emmanuelle Lequeux, « De la performance à 
l’exposition », Beaux Arts Magazine, n°307, 
January 2010, p.135
Judicaël Lavrador, « Génération 
transeuropéenne », Beaux Arts Magazine, n°317, 
November 2010, p.94
Mathilde Villeneuve, « Performance de la trace », 
Mouvement.net, January-November 2010, 
pp.10-15
Valérie de Maulmin, « Les pépites de la Fiac Off », 
Connaissance des arts, n°687, November 2010, 
pp.118-121
Bénédicte Ramade, « Distribution des prix de 
l’art contemporain », L’Œil, n°628, October 2010, 
pp.44-45
Julien Bismuth, « Performance et Objet », Transfer 
France NRW, 2010, pp.12-13 
Timothée Chaillou, « Julien Bismuth / Jean-Pascal 
Flavien », Technikart, hors-série Art contemporain, 
automn 2009, p.50
Jen Schwarting, « Lucas Ajemian and Julien 
Bismuth: Les Lettres Tristes », Brooklynrail.com, 
February 2009

Bibliography
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Manisha Jotady, « Galerien Wien: Als die Dinge 
sprechen lernten », Die Presse.com, 12 March 
2008
Marie de Brugerolle, « Next to Performance », 
Flash Art, n°257, November-December, 2007, 
pp.88–90  
Roberta Smith, « A Point Space is a Place for an 
Argument », The New York Times, 20 July 2009
Christoph Schütte, « Scheitern als Chance; Julien 
Bismuth der Galerie Parisa Kind », Frankfurter 
Allgemeine Zeitung, 20 June 2009, p.46

—
ARTIST’S WRITINGS 
2015
The real world of hoists and holes, Jason Rhodes: 
PeaRoeFarm David Zwirner gallery, New York
Gus the polar bear, Mémoire Universelle, Béatrice 
Grosse and Benoît Bethune
2013
Toba Khedoori, David Zwirner, Radius Books, 
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Visuals for the press
Please, respect captions and copyrights.

Julien Bismuth, Willy Nilly, performance, Le Plateau Frac Île-de-France, Paris, 2016
_
image: Arthur Perret – courtesy the artist and galerie Georges-Philippe & Nathalie Vallois, Paris
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Julien Bismuth, Willy Nilly, performance, Le Plateau Frac Île-de-France, Paris, 2016
_
image: Arthur Perret – courtesy the artist and galerie Georges-Philippe & Nathalie Vallois, Paris
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Julien Bismuth, Jest, offset print on paper, color photographs, 21,5 x 22,5 cm, 2012
_
courtesy de l'artiste
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Julien Bismuth, Untitled (Beside), performance, Frac Franche-Comté, Besançon, 2015
_
photo: Alice Bidault – courtesy the artiste
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Julien Bismuth, Patterns, serigraphy screens, prints on paper, Guggenheim Museum, New York, 2015
_
photo: David Heald – courtesy Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York
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Julien Bismuth, Zitat, India Chamacoco, Rio Nabilequé (Coleccion Boggiani No. 94), serigraphy screens, prints on 
paper, Lira gallery, Rome
_
courtesy the artiste and Emanuel Layr gallery, Vienna

Visuals for the press
Please, respect captions and copyrights



17

Julien Bismuth, Caspar, pattern for La Criée, 2017
_ 
courtesy the artiste
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Julien Bismuth, PLy, Pour Engenia, paper, wall, edition of 1 + 1 A.P., variable dimensions, 2013
_
courtesy the artiste and galerie Georges-Philippe & Nathalie Vallois, Paris
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Julien Bismuth, A Thought, wood, paint, 100 x 4 x 4 cm , edition of 1 + 1 A.P., variable dimensions, 2013
_
courtesy the artiste and galerie Georges-Philippe & Nathalie Vallois, Paris
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Julien Bismuth, Signal Mirror, screenshot, video, 2010
_
courtesy the artiste
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Text Judith Souriau, « Julien Bismuth », www.residencyunlimited.org, 
April 2011
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Text Judith Souriau, « Julien Bismuth », www.residencyunlimited.org, 
April 2011
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Text Judith Souriau, « Julien Bismuth », www.residencyunlimited.org, 
April 2011
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Text Sarah Lehrer-Graiwer, « Julien Bismuth: The Golden Ass »,
ArtReview, 22 February 2011

Sarah Lehrer-Graiwer, « Julien Bismuth : The Golden Ass »,             
in ArtReview , 22 février 2011 

 

 

 



25

Julie Pellegrin, « La performance comme espace d’énonciation » (extract), 
Art press 2, trimestriel n°18, Agust-September-October 2010Text 
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While I was also listening to Felicia Atkinson, Julien Bismuth and Yann Sérandour 
telling stories about artworks and exhibitions, I wanted to invite them to come and 
share at La Criée.

Yann’s a long-time Rennes resident, Felicia moved here 
a year ago, and Julien lives in New York. 

All three of them travel a lot. 
Julien and Yann were born in the 1970s and Felicia a little later.

We started out by discussing narrative, orality, rumour, multiple points of view, exhibitions we 
hadn’t seen but had been told about. One of us mentioned Paul Ricoeur and his open‑ended 
definition of narrative, which ties it not to a fixed form but to a relationship with time.

Felicia, Julien and Yann enjoy being told stories 
and enjoy telling them.

Somebody else found the title of the series. It comes from the American poet and performer 
David Antin, from one of his Talk Poems and their blend of improvisation and narrative, anecdote 
and philosophy, poetry and action

Felicia, Julien and Yann are inventors, 
activators and remixers of stories.

So we opted for constructing a subjective, polyphonic narrative, one addressing the question 
of our relationship with books, statements and enunciation. We wanted to write a shared story, 
invented by some people then told by others, listened to by others still and then transformed 
by some of them. We wanted to develop narratives of real or imaginary exhibitions, using 
deliberately multiple, experimental temporal and spatial frameworks, ranging from publications to 
concerts and performances, fables and essays.

Felicia, Julien and Yann like to invite other artists 
to work with them.

And then we simply decided that each of us would have a solo show and that there would also 
be two group shows to bookend the series. The list of artists for these exhibitions is still a secret, 
but among others we were thinking of David and Eleanor Antin, Mark Geffriaud, Mariana Castillo 
Deball, Simon Starling and Zin Taylor.

Felicia, Julien and Yann have an office at La Criée 
as their workshop within the exhibitions. 

In addition to the exhibitions we invite other storytellers for concerts, talks, discussions and 
off-site projects. We’ve already asked, Élise Ladoué, Stéphane Ginsburgh, Camille Bondon and 
Clémence Estève. And we’ll be celebrating a birthday: the Centre Pompidou is turning forty, and 
we’ll be running experiments in the Kandinsky Library there. Things will wind up with a book 
telling this story and building up on it.

			   Felicia Atkinson, Julien Bismuth and Yann Sérandour are
	 the artists associated to the project Alors que j’écoutais moi aussi […] /

  While I was also listening […]
				    from January 2017 to February 2018.
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Practical informations

— 

exhibition
title 
Sibyl Sybil  

artist 
Julien Bismuth

curator 
Sophie Kaplan, director of de La Criée centre for 
contemporary art

production 
La Criée centre for contemporary art 
 
 

— 
from 24 June to 20 August 2017

opening 
Friday 23 June at 6:30 pm

 

— 
opening time 
Tuesday to Friday from 12 noon to 7 . 
Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays, 
from 2  to 7 . 
Open on 14 July and 15 August

 
 
 
 
 

— 
project 
Alors que j’écoutais moi aussi […] 
While I was also listening […], 
from January 2017 to February 2018

the artists associated to the project 
Felicia Atkinson, Julien Bismuth and 
Yann Sérandour

— 

events
Meeting with Julien Bismuth 
Saturday 24 June 2017 at 3 

Green Flashes 
Julien Bismuth, Lettres à l'exposition 
performance – 30 min 
Friday 23 June at 6:30 pm (openning)
Wednesday 28 June at 13 pm
Thursday 29 June 2017 at 6 pm

Crosspiece visit 
by the linguist Griselda Drouet 
Saturday 1st July 2017 at 3 pm

Green Flash 
launch of the fanzine Apocryphe 
a project written by Pierre Galopin and 
Johanna Rocard and carried by La Collective 
Tuesday 11 July 2017 at 6 pm

—

 

 
 
 
La Criée centre for contemporary art 
place Honoré Commeurec 
halles centrales 
F - 35000 Rennes

+332 23 62 25 10 
la-criee@ville-rennes.fr

www.criee.org

Facebook : @la.criee.art.contemporain 
Twitter : @la_criee 
Instagram : lacrieecentredart
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